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IMAGING SYSTEM COMPRISING A
FRESNEL LENS

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to the field of the design of
optical systems for imaging field rays, having highly con-
strained bulk and mass. The invention is especially applicable
to infrared (IR) imaging, field rays being by definition light
rays originating from a scene located at infinity and passing
through the center of the entrance pupil.

BACKGROUND

Various small optical imaging systems exist, especially for
imaging in the infrared spectral domain.

There are two categories of optical systems in this field:

uncooled systems; and

cooled systems.

In both these categories, it is desirable to decrease the bulk
and mass of the imaging optics.

The prior art envisions three solutions, which may be com-
bined:

1. limiting the number of lenses;

2. using thinner lenses such as Fresnel lenses or multichan-

nel lenses; and/or

3. using lenses manufactured from a lighter material.

Regarding the category of uncooled systems, the first solu-
tion is generally employed i.e. the number of lenses is limited
to two. Regarding more particularly the uncooled imaging
systems used in the infrared, denoted IR, spectral domain, this
minimum of two lenses is most often used to form a Petzval
architecture consisting of a focusing first lens and a field-
flattening lens allowing field curvature to be corrected.

Patent JP 2001/141993 A adds to this first solution, con-
sisting in limiting the number of lenses to two, the replace-
ment of conventional lenses with thin Fresnel lenses.

Patent U.S. 2007/0002467 A1 also adds a third solution to
these first two solutions, this third solution consisting in using
low-cost materials such as polyethylene, which can be used
only in the context of thin lenses because of its high absorp-
tion. This United States patent especially describes uncooled
infrared detectors of the microbolometer type.

The main drawbacks of these architectures are their low
optical range, their low sensitivity, and the low resolution of
the images obtained. This is especially due to the Fresnel
lenses being used in diffractive mode, in which mode they
have the drawback of being very chromatic.

Regarding the category of cooled systems, U.S. patent
application FR 2 936 878 describes an optical imaging system
comprising a dark chamber containing a detection chip, a
single lens, which is not necessarily thin, and a diaphragm
placed upstream of this lens. In the case where said lens is not
thin, this system is required to cool an additional mass of
optics relative to a system using a thin lens as its single lens,
thus this would be a drawback because this additional mass to
be cooled would increase the cool-down time of the optical
system.

Regarding both categories of systems, i.e. both cooled and
uncooled systems, another solution for limiting the thickness
of'the lenses is to use a multichannel system based on a matrix
of microlenses. This solution has the drawback of requiring
microlenses with large sags, which are difficult to produce.

BRIEF SUMMARY

One aim of the invention comprises obtaining a cooled or
uncooled optical imaging system that can especially be used
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in the IR spectral domain and that has a low bulk, while
limiting the main drawbacks of prior art systems, which are
microlenses having a large sag making them difficult to pro-
duce, or a lens thickness making them too absorbent, or a
relatively high lens mass making cooling them rapidly diffi-
cult, or a poor image quality relative to that of conventional
optical systems.

Definitions

In the rest of the text the following expressions have the

following meanings:

“Fresnel lens™: a lens comprising, on at least one of its
dioptres, called the “active dioptre” or “active zone” of
the plate comprising said Fresnel lens, an array of dis-
continuities particularly in transmittance, refractive
index or thickness the effect of which is, for the working
wavelength, A, to produce a diffraction efficiency near
100% for a diffraction order p, the phases of the field
rays transmitted through these discontinuities being
shifted an integer number times p-2m. A frequent
example is that of thickness discontinuities, where the
lens is composed of a plurality of concentric ring-shaped
areas having equivalent curvatures to a simple refractive
lens, separated by thickness discontinuities. As is known
in the art, a Fresnel lens may be made of a transparent
plastic such as, for example, polyethylene.

“detection assembly™: a device comprising at least one
detector. In this invention, this is an optical detector. The
detection assembly is often a vacuum chamber compris-
ing a window and a detector held stationary relative to its
optical axis. Said window may also seal this chamber. In
the case of cooled systems, this detection assembly may
comprise a cold plate for cooling and holding the detec-
tor and a cold screen in order to limit the instrumental
background seen by the detector; it is then associated
with a cooling or athermalization device.

“focusing device™: an “optically conjugating device” the
optical power of which is sufficient to allow it alone to
focus the field rays onto the detector.

“holding device™: a device allowing the various compo-
nents of the optical imaging system to be mechanically
integrated. This holding device may be sealed by a win-
dow.

“upstream” and “downstream” allow the various compo-
nents to be located one relative to the other along an
optical axis oriented in the propagation direction of the
light, i.e. from the diaphragm, upstream, to the detection
assembly, downstream. The expression “component 1 is
upstream of component 2” is therefore understood to
mean that component 1 is located before component 2 in
the propagation direction of the field rays, and vice versa
for downstream.

The invention relates to a system for imaging field rays

originating from any point in an observed scene, comprising:

a detector;

a diaphragm placed upstream of the detector and located a
distance d, from said any peint in the observed scene;
and

a device for focusing the field rays onto the detector, the
focusing device being designed for a working wave-
length A, comprised in the spectral band of the observed
scene, the active dioptre of the focusing device being
placed between the diaphragm and the detector:

at a distance d, from the diaphragm minimizing astigmatic
aberration at the detector; and

atadistance d, from the detector, the distance d ;depending
on the distance d, and being the focal distance of said
active dioptre,
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the imaging system being characterized in that:

the focusing device comprises a a plate (900) having par-
allel sides, said plate (900) comprising at least one
Fresnel dioptre that is the active dioptre of the focusing
device and that supplies most of the optical power of said
focusing device, this optical power being generated by
phase-continuity zones of said active dioptre, said
phase-continuity zones essentially functioning in refrac-
tive mode, said optical power being adapted to focus the
field rays onto the detector;

said active dioptre is designed to the order p for the working
wavelength, the order p being greater than or equal to
three, in order to obtain many diffraction orders in the
spectral band of the observed scene, the order p may be
obtained in different ways and particularly by thickness
variation, refraction index gradient, or local variation of
the absorption; and

the aperture L, of the diaphragm placed upstream of the
active dioptre is smaller than L, .=[,-d,/(d,+d,),
where L, is the smallest distance between four consecu-
tive discontinuities of the Fresnel lens in order on the one
hand, to limit to 3 the maximum number of phase-dis-
continuity zones illuminated by said field rays for a
given angle of incidence, and on the other hand, to make
allowance for a local correction of aberrations, which
correction is adapted to the angle of incidence of said
field rays;

said active dioptre is designed to make said local correction
of aberrations,

the imaging system consequently achieving two advanta-
geous results, namely:

a wider spectral band than that of imaging systems using a
focusing device comprising a conventional Fresnel lens;
and

the mass of its focusing device is lower than that of an
imaging system the focusing device of which uses a
refractive lens.

It will be noted that the distances d,, L., d ; may be calculated
using an optical ray-tracing software package such as
ZEMAX, CodeV or OSLO and that the distance d, may also
be calculated using Zenike or Seidel coefficients.

In this invention, the use of a small number of flat lenses, or
even the use of a single Fresnel lens, allows the bulk of the
imaging system to be decreased while guaranteeing a high
image quality, especially by coding optical power at a single
dioptre, more precisely in its active zone. The latter is espe-
cially used to focus the field rays onto the detection area of the
optical detector. Specifically, this system has the advantage of
being very compact, relative to prior-art architectures, while
having a high optical quality over a very wide field of view.

The imaging system may be incorporated into a low-cost
camera for home automation applications using a Fresnel
lens.

Another advantage is the ease with which the imaging
system can be manufactured since only a single dioptre of a
single plate needs to be polished to produce the focusing
device whereas, conventionally, a meniscus lens is used,
meniscus lenses being more difficult to manufacture and
incorporate.

Using a Fresnel lens the discontinuities of which are thick-
ness discontinuities allows the mass of the imaging system of
the invention to be decreased while ensuring the image
formed on the optical detector still has a high resolution.

Various configurations allow the correction of optical aber-
rations of various natures to be optimized, in particular the
position of the diaphragm and the correction made by the
active zone may be set in order to minimize:
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field aberrations such as astigmatism, coma, and field cur-

vature;

spherical aberration; and

distortion.

In this invention, the distance between the diaphragm and
the active zone of the first dioptre of the Fresnel lens, and the
diameter of the entrance pupil (smaller than the diameter of
the active zone) are set so that their configuration allows
incident rays to illuminate a portion of the area of the active
zone of the first dioptre, thus making it possible to use local
correction of the field rays by this active zone to form a better
image on the focal plane, the latter being located in the plane
comprising the photosensitive area of the optical detector.

Using a Fresnel lens to correct the field rays locally fur-
thermore allows an imaging system comprising a single lens
to be used.

The area of the active zone of the first dioptre of the Fresnel
lens is calculated in order to correct optical aberrations spe-
cific to each field of observation. In particular, a correction is
made by each of the area elements of the active zone. The
optical aberrations specific to each field of the system are thus
corrected.

The active zone of the Fresnel lens may be aspheric.

The architecture of the imaging system may be optimized
using an optical design software package allowing the curva-
ture, the conicity, the asphericity, the thickness of any lens and
the position of the diaphragm and the focal plane to be
adjusted.

Advantageously, said active dioptre is designed to order p
for the working wavelength, the order p being higher than 10.

Advantageously, the focusing device of the imaging sys-
tem comprises, in series, a plurality of plates each comprising
one or more Fresnel lenses.

One advantage of using one or more Fresnel lenses is that
this allows the focusing power of each lens to be decreased
and therefore the etch depths to be decreased or the size of the
Fresnel zones to be increased—the size of the Fresnel zones
becomes problematic in the case of plastic (for example poly-
ethylene) microlenses.

Advantageously, the detector forms part of an optical
detection assembly that is a vacuum chamber optically aper-
tured via a window that moreover seals said chamber, said
window and said detector being held stationary one relative to
the other, their respective optical axes being coincident.

Advantageously, the detector may detect field rays in the
infrared spectral domain, said detector preferably being a
microbolometer in the case where said imaging system is
uncooled.

For a microbolometer, it is necessary to have a wide aper-
ture in order to increase the light flux entering the system, but
this decreases depth of field.

In the case of a cooled IR detector, the aperture may be
smaller.

The imaging system may be incorporated into a cooled
infrared camera that uses an imaging cold filter.

One advantage of using the imaging system in the infrared
domain is that less dispersive materials having a higher index
than customarily used in the visible domain may be
employed. For example materials such as germanium, sili-
con, or even chalcogenide glasses and zinc or selenium sul-
phide (ZnS or ZnSe), may be used. These materials allow
dispersive effects to be minimized and allow optical aberra-
tions to be effectively corrected with a small number of opti-
cal components.

One advantage of use in the cooled infrared domain is that
the mass of the system is decreased by virtue in particular of
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the Fresnel lens. This solution enables temperature to be
decreased more rapidly than is possible with current systems.

The imaging system of the invention allows a high image
quality to be obtained, in particular in the infrared spectral
domain, while minimizing manufacturing cost, in particular
by using a single plate.

In particular, the decrease in the manufacturing cost of the
imaging system of the invention is advantageously obtained
via:

a manufacturing process that is compatible with silicon-
wafer fabrication processes or moulding processes
(chalcogenide materials or polyethylene);

the use of a single lens;

the use of a single machined dioptre;

compatibility with the use of low-cost materials such as,
for example, polyethylene.

Advantageously, a filter is placed between the diaphragm
and the detector, said filter possibly being integrated into the
plate comprising said Fresnel lens.

Advantageously, the imaging system comprises a device
for holding all of its optical components, comprising a screen
surrounding and holding said components, and the aperture of
which is said diaphragm, said screen being sealed by a win-
dow possibly having a function of shaping the field rays,
especially a shaping function equivalent to that of a Schmidt
plate. In the case where a cold screen is used the window is not
integrated into the cold screen. This holding assembly may be
used, as with a camera obscura, to block rays from the scene
lying outside of the field of view of the system.

According to one embodiment, the holding assembly may
comprise a system of baffles in order to limit reflection of the
field rays.

Advantageously, the imaging system comprises a device
for cooling or athermalizing the optical components of said
imaging system, said device, possibly a cryostat, being opti-
cally apertured by a window also sealing it, and containing
said screen without its window.

The cold screen is used to limit the instrumental back-
ground seen by the detector.

In the field of cold optics, in the case where a cryostat is
used, the imaging system of the invention may advanta-
geously comprise optics themselves providing the cold-filter
function. This solution then makes it possible to give the
cryostat an imaging function without introducing any addi-
tional optics.

Lastly, it is simple to transfer the system of the invention
from the field of cooled optics to that of uncooled optics, and
vice versa.

Advantageously, one of the dioptres of the Fresnel lens,
preferably the dioptre located upstream of the dioptre, called
the active dioptre, of this lens comprising said discontinuities,
in order to reduce the incidence of said field rays and thus
limit shadowing effects on the active dioptre, is partially
covered with an opaque layer in order to provide the function
of said diaphragm.

These shadows are due to the discontinuities in the first
dioptre.

In this embodiment, the curvatures of the first and second
dioptres may be such as to optimize the limitation of shad-
owing effects, by allowing the field rays to be deviated at the
interface between the air and the material of the plate com-
prising said Fresnel lens.

Advantageously, the imaging system is a multichannel
imaging system characterized in that said diaphragm com-
prises a plurality of transparent portions, said Fresnel lens
being located on a plate comprising a plurality of Fresnel
lenses, forming a plurality of optical channels each conju-
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gated to a detection area, each of the optical channels com-
prising a field-limiting device allowing the various channels
to be optically isolated from each other.

The imaging system may be decoupled in order to form an
ultra-compact multichannel system integrated at the detector
and using a matrix of Fresnel lenses.

In the case of a multichannel application, the diaphragm
may comprise a plurality of transparent portions that are
optionally different. The plate may comprise a plurality of
Fresnel lenses that are optionally different, so as to provide a
plurality of optical channels each of which is associated with
a detection area. The imaging system may then comprise an
optical filter and a device for limiting the field of each of the
optical channels.

Advantageously, the arrangement of the components of the
multichannel imaging system allows elementary images to be
formed and combined, an image processing device allowing
these elementary images to be exploited in order to increase
the resolution of the image output from the imaging system.

Advantageously, the multichannel imaging system com-
prises filtering devices functioning in different spectral bands
in order to provide a multispectral camera function.

In this multichannel embodiment, a filter is associated with
each channel, each filter having different spectral properties,
in order to provide a multispectral camera function.

Advantageously, the multichannel imaging system com-
prises optical channels sighting different optical directions,
and an image processing device able to exploit the elementary
images in order to increase the observation field angle of said
imaging system.

The expression “elementary image” is understood to mean
an image produced by one of the optical channels. The
arrangement of the components of the multichannel imaging
system, allows elementary images to be formed and com-
bined. Combining the elementary images using an image
processing device allows the elementary images to be
exploited in order to increase the resolution of the image
output from the imaging system.

Advantageously, the multichannel imaging system is such
that the filtering devices function in different spectral bands in
order to provide a multispectral camera function.

Advantageously, the multichannel imaging system is such
that the optical channels sight different optical directions, and
it comprises an image processing device able to exploit the
elementary images, in order to increase the observation field
angle of said imaging system

Advantageously, the cut-off frequency of the imaging sys-
tem is above the Nyquist frequency, equal to the inverse of
twice the sampling rate of the detector.

The imaging system of the invention allows a cut-off fre-
quency above the Nyquist frequency to be obtained. The
cut-oft frequency is also adapted to the sampling rate of the
detection assembly. This choice allows a high image quality
to be obtained, in particular a fine resolution.

The invention also relates to a method for imaging, on a
detector, using a focusing device comprising a plate (900)
having parallel sides and comprising at least one Fresnel
dioptre which is the active dioptre of the focusing device of
working wavelength A, comprised in the spectral band of an
observed scene, the focusing device being placed down-
stream of a diaphragm, field rays originating from any point
in an observed scene located a distance d, from the dia-
phragm, comprising the following step:

calculating the distance d,; between the diaphragm and the

actie dioptre of the focusing device allowing astigmatic
aberration at the detector to be minimized,
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characterized in that it comprises the following additional
steps:
choosing an optical power of the active dioptre of the
Fresnel lens, said active dioptre supplies most of the
optical power of said focusing device, this optical power
being generated by phase-continuity zones of said active
dioptre, said phase-continuity zones essentially func-
tioning in refractive mode, said optical power being
adapted to focus the field rays onto the detector;

focusing the field rays onto the detector, by means of said
active dioptre designed to order p for the working wave-
length, said order p being greater or equal to three, in
order to obtain many diffraction orders in the spectral
band of the observed scene;
calculating the smallest distance [, between four consecu-
tive discontinuities in the Fresnel lens, and the distance
d,; between the focusing device and the detector, the
distance d; depending on the distance d, and being the
focal distance of said active dioptre; and
decreasing, if necessary, the aperture L, of the diaphragm
placed upstream of the active dioptre, until it is smaller
than L, .=, d,/(dy+d,), in order on the one hand, to
limit to 3 the maximum number of phase-discontinuity
zones illuminated by said field rays for a given angle of
incidence, and on the other hand, to make allowance for
a local correction of aberrations, which correction is
adapted to the angle of incidence of said field rays;

said active dioptre is designed to make said local correction
of aberrations,
the imaging method consequently achieving two advanta-
geous results, namely:
it has a wider spectral band than that of imaging systems
using a focusing device comprising a conventional
Fresnel lens; and

it can be implemented by an imaging system having a
focusing device the mass of which is lower than that of
an imaging system the focusing device of which uses a
refractive lens.

The distances d,, L,, d ; may be calculated using an optical
software package such as ZEMAX, Code V or OSLO. The
distance d, may also be calculated using Zenike or Seidel
coefficients. In a particularly advantageous way, the order p is
higher than 10.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

The figures given below illustrate example embodiments,
but other embodiments are of course possible.

FIG. 1: an imaging system according to one embodiment of
the invention comprising a Fresnel lens;

FIG. 2: a known Fresnel-lens architecture;

FIG. 3: an imaging system according to one embodiment of
the invention comprising a cooling device;

FIG. 4: an imaging system according to one embodiment of
the invention comprising a field-compressing lens; and

FIG. 5: a multichannel optical system according to one
embodiment of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 shows a system for imaging 1 field rays according to
one embodiment of the invention, comprising a device for
holding components of the imaging system. This holding
device is also used, as with a camera obscura, to block rays
from the scene lying beyond the field of view of the system.
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Physically, the diaphragm may be a plate in which a hole
has been drilled. This diaphragm thus acts as the entrance
pupil of the system.
Furthermore, an additional lens may be placed in front of
the diaphragm in order to orient the field rays in order to
maximize the imaging performance of the system of the
invention.
FIG. 2 shows a cross-sectional view of a Fresnel lens 3
comprising a plurality of Fresnel zones 104. Each zone cor-
responds to a circular section ofthe lens over a width 101. The
lens is thus formed of concentric rings. The overall surface of
the lens is no longer smooth but composed of a plurality of
adjacent areas 100 or 102 or 103 having the same curvature
and separated by discontinuities between the areas, especially
between the areas 100 and 102 and the areas 102 and 103.
The Fresnel lens 3, shown in FIG. 2, codes the phase of the
lens to within an additive constant equal to m-2x at the wave-
length A, where m is the diffraction order centered on A,.
Using a Fresnel lens with a high order m allows the chromatic
aberration ofthe diffractive mode of the lens to be limited, but
also allows the number of discontinuities to be decreased,
thus promoting the refractive mode in the presented configu-
ration. In a preferred embodiment, the Fresnel lens has a high
working order m.
The phase variation may be coded in various ways, espe-
cially using:
thickness variations—the lens being machined in order to
remove blocks of material of height m-A,/(n-n,), where
n is the index of the material of said lens and n, is the
index of the surrounding medium, generally equal to 1
(index of air);

index gradients—either the index of the material, or the
materials themselves, or the composition of the materi-
als being varied or the lens being etched with an array of
subwavelength structures creating the illusion that light
passing through the structures sees materials of different
index; and/or

local variations in the absorption of the plate—the varia-

tion in flux obtained by the Fresnel lens may be coded by
alternating more or less opaque or more or less transpar-
ent zones.

When the phase variation is coded using thickness varia-
tions, a continuous profile is obtained by diamond machining.

Multilevel or binary profiles may be obtained by photoli-
thography.

Lastly, the optics may be molded or stamped.

The plate may be structured with subwavelength patterns.
These structures may be manufactured using a photolithog-
raphy or nanoimprint method.

FIG. 3 shows an embodiment in which the diaphragm is
positioned in a wall of the cold screen because this allows, on
the one hand, the entire system to be contained in the cold
screen, the optical system and its cold pupil then also being
cooled, and on the other hand, the size of the optical system to
be decreased to a strict minimum.

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 3, the holding assembly
comprises a cryostat 31. The cryostat comprises a first win-
dow 30 and at least one cold optical detector 600. In this
configuration, the cold detector 600 may be held on a cold
plate and surrounded by at least one cold screen 10. The cold
plate allows the detector to be cooled. The cold screen 10 is
then placed in such a way as to surround the optical detector,
a cold filter and the focusing device.

The Fresnel lens and the cold filter may be merged. The
plate then has a double function. A first optical function
focusing the field rays and a second function as a cold filter
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36. When the plate provides the cold filter function, the latter
function may be obtained via a passband treatment of the
plate.

FIG. 4 shows an embodiment in which the window 30 may
be replaced by a lens 40 having a window function.

In the latter variant, the window may also be a Schmidt
plate allowing the field rays to be shaped. Furthermore, the
window may provide a filtering function.

In an alternative embodiment, a transparent part of the
diaphragm is adapted to shape the field rays in a way equiva-
lent to a Schmidt plate.

The optical detector may be a cooled quantum detector
placed in the focal plane of the optical system.

Furthermore, the imaging system may comprise an addi-
tional cold filter 41 placed anywhere on the optical path.

FIG. 5 shows a multichannel imaging system 50 compris-
ing a matrix of segmented diaphragms 4. A focusing device
21 is fitted in parallel in order to form various images on a
plurality of detection areas of an optical detector 600.

A matrix 52 of low walls is shown by way of an example of
a device for limiting crosstalk between channels.

In this embodiment, the Fresnel lenses may be configured
so that their focal length is longer than that of a single Fresnel
lens of an equivalent imaging system. In the latter case, this
embodiment allows constraints on the focusing device to be
relaxed and correction of optical aberrations to be improved.
It may be used when it is necessary to have an open optical
system or if it is necessary to better correct optical aberrations
in the imaging system. In this embodiment, the Fresnel lenses
preferably have identical orientations.

Each of the lenses may have a specific function.

When each lens is associated with a different detection
area, the system is said to have a plurality of optical channels
each of which is associated with a detection area. The system
may comprise an optical filter and a device for limiting the
field of each of the optical channels.

It is possible to produce a plurality of Fresnel lenses,
optionally configured in different ways, on a single plate. The
imaging device of the invention comprises a plurality of chan-
nels. Multichannel imaging systems are then spoken of. (Dif-
ferent prism functions may be integrated into the Fresnel
lenses so that they observe different zones of the scene).

The imaging system of the invention may be arranged in a
periodic array in order to allow a TOMBO type architecture to
be produced, allowing elementary images to be combined in
order to obtain a better resolution. A TOMBO system is a
multichannel system each of the channels of which detect the
same optical field.

For use in the infrared spectral domain, it would be advan-
tageous to use a plurality of cold screens configured to sur-
round each optical component of said system.

The diaphragm may comprise a plurality of transparent
portions that are optionally different.

Each transparent portion of the diaphragm may be placed a
distance similar to the focal length of said system away from
the associated active zone in order to obtain a telecentric
imaging system. The field rays then arrive at the surface of the
detector perpendicularly. If a filter is placed between the
optics and the detector, then the field rays reaching the filter
have the same color.

The invention claimed is:

1. A system for imaging field rays originating from any
point in an observed scene, comprising:

a detector;

adiaphragm placed upstream of the detector and located at

a distance d,, from said any point in the observed scene;
and
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a device for focusing the field rays onto the detector, the
focusing device being designed for a working wave-
length A, comprised in the spectral band of the observed
scene, the active dioptre of the focusing device being
placed between the diaphragm and the detector:

ata distance d, from the diaphragm minimizing astigmatic
aberration at the detector; and

atadistance d, from the detector, the distance d ;depending
on the distance d, and being the focal distance of said
active dioptre,

the imaging system wherein:

the focusing device comprises a plate having parallel sides,
said plate comprising at least one Fresnel dioptre that is
the active dioptre of the focusing device and that sup-
plies most of the optical power of said focusing device,
this optical power being generated by phase-continuity
zones of said active dioptre, said phase-continuity zones
essentially functioning in refractive mode, said optical
power being adapted to focus the field rays onto the
detector;

said active dioptre is designed to the order p for the working
wavelength, the order p being greater than or equal to
three, in order to obtain many diffraction orders in the
spectral band of the observed scene; and

the aperture L, of the diaphragm placed upstream of the
active dioptre is smaller than L, =I.,-d,/(d,+d,),
where L, is the smallest distance between four consecu-
tive discontinuities of the Fresnel lens, in order on the
one hand, to limit to 3 the maximum number of phase-
discontinuity zones illuminated by said field rays for a
given angle of incidence, and on the other hand, to make
allowance for a local correction of aberrations, which
correction is adapted to the angle of incidence of said
field rays;

said active dioptre is designed to make said local correction
of aberrations.

2. The imaging system as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
active dioptre is designed to order p for the working wave-
length, the order p being higher than 10.

3. The imaging system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
focusing device comprises, in series, a plurality of plates each
comprising one or more Fresnel lenses.

4. The imaging system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
detector forms part of an optical detection assembly that is a
vacuum chamber optically apertured via a window that more-
over seals the chamber, the window and the detector being
held stationary one relative to the other, their respective opti-
cal axes being coincident.

5. The imaging system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the
detector may detect field rays in the infrared spectral domain.

6. The imaging system as claimed in claim 5, wherein the
detector is a microbolometer in the case where the imaging
system is uncooled.

7. The imaging system as claimed in claim 1, wherein a
filter is placed between the diaphragm and the detector, said
filter being integrated into the plate comprising said Fresnel
lens.

8. The imaging system as claimed in claim 1, further com-
prising a device for holding all of its optical components,
comprising a screen surrounding and holding said compo-
nents, and the aperture of which is said diaphragm, said
screen being sealed by a window having a function of shaping
the field rays comprising a shaping function equivalent to that
of'a Schmidt plate.

9. The imaging system as claimed in claim 8, further com-
prising a device for cooling or athermalizing the optical com-
ponents of said imaging system, said device, comprising a
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cryostat, being optically apertured by a window also sealing
it, and containing said screen without its window.

10. The imaging system as claimed in claim 1, wherein one
of the dioptres of said Fresnel lens, comprising the dioptre
located upstream of the dioptre, called the active dioptre, of
this lens comprising said discontinuities, in order to reduce
the incidence of said field rays and thus limit shadowing
effects on the active dioptre, is partially covered with an
opaque layer in order to provide the function of said dia-
phragm.

11. The multichannel imaging system as claimed in claim
1, wherein said diaphragm comprises a plurality of transpar-
ent portions, said Fresnel lens being located on a plate com-
prising a plurality of Fresnel lenses, forming a plurality of
optical channels each conjugated to a detection area, each of
the optical channels comprising a field-limiting device allow-
ing the various channels to be optically isolated from each
other.

12. The multichannel imaging system as claimed in claim
11, wherein the arrangement of the components of said sys-
tem allows elementary images to be formed and combined, an
image processing device allowing these elementary images to
be exploited in order to increase the resolution of the image
output from the imaging system.

13. The multichannel imaging system as claimed in claim
11, wherein the filtering devices function in different spectral
bands in order to provide a multispectral camera function.

14. The multichannel imaging system as claimed in claim
11, wherein the optical channels sight different optical direc-
tions, and further comprising an image processing device able
to exploit elementary images in order to increase the obser-
vation field angle of said imaging system.

15. The imaging system as claimed in claim 1, wherein a
cut-oft frequency of the imaging system is above the Nyquist
frequency equal to the inverse of twice the sampling rate of
the detector.

16. A method for imaging, on a detector, using a focusing
device comprising a plate having parallel sides and compris-
ing at least one Fresnel dioptre which is the active dioptre of
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the focusing device of working wavelength A, comprised in
the spectral band of an observed scene, the focusing device
being placed downstream of a diaphragm, field rays originat-
ing from any point in an observed scene located a distance d,
from the diaphragm, comprising the following steps:

calculating the distance d,; between the diaphragm and the
active dioptre ofthe focusing device allowing astigmatic
aberration at the detector to be minimized,

choosing an optical power of the active dioptre of the
Fresnel lens, said active dioptre supplies most of the
optical power of said focusing device, this optical power
being generated by phase-continuity zones of said active
dioptre, said phase-continuity zones essentially func-
tioning in refractive mode, said optical power being
adapted to focus the field rays onto the detector;

focusing the field rays onto the detector, by means of said
active dioptre designed to order p for the working wave-
length, said order p being greater or equal to three, in
order to obtain many diffraction orders in the spectral
band of the observed scene;

calculating the smallest distance L, between four consecu-
tive discontinuities in the Fresnel lens, and the distance
d; between the focusing device and the detector, the
distance d; depending on the distance d, and being the
focal distance of said active dioptre; and

decreasing, if necessary, the aperture L, of the diaphragm
placed upstream of the active dioptre, until it is smaller
than L, ,,.=L.,d,/(dy+d,), in order on the one hand, to
limit to 3 the maximum number of phase-discontinuity
zones illuminated by said field rays for a given angle of
incidence, and on the other hand, to make allowance for
a local correction of aberrations, which correction is
adapted to the angle of incidence of said field rays;

said active dioptre is designed to make said local correction
of aberrations.



